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Kwok and Caton Classification System

Classification

Favorable Can be stabilized with comprehensive periodontal treatment/
maintenance, and with less chance of future breakdown

Questionable Influenced by local and/or systemic factors that may or may not be
controlled; the periodontium can be maintained with proper care

Unfavorable Influenced by local and/or systemic factors that cannot be controlled
Hopeless Must be extracted
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BOX 41.1 Factors to Consider When Determining a Prognosis

Overall Clinical Factors
Patient age

Disease severity

Biofilm control

Patient compliance

Systemic and Environmental Factors
Smoking

Systemic disease or condition

Genetic factors

Stress

Local Factors

Biofilm and calculus

Anatomic factors
Short, tapered roots
Cervical enamel projections
Enamel pearls
Bifurcation ridges
Roat concavities
Developmental grooves
Root proximity
Furcation invasion

Tooth mobility

Caries

Tooth vitality

Root resorption

Prosthetic and Restorative Factors
Subgingival restorations

Tooth-supported prosthesis

Abutment selection
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